
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRDSBORO  

POWER 

PLANT 
 

 
Birdsboro Power, LLC is moving 

forward with plans to build a 485 

megawatt (MW) electric generation 

facility in Birdsboro. This project also 

includes water and electric 

transmission lines in Exeter and 

Robeson Townships as well as a 14-

mile, 12- to 16-inch diameter natural 

gas supply pipeline, proposed to be 

constructed by DTE Midstream 

Appalachia, LLC. The proposed in-

service date is June 1, 2019. 

 
Courtesy of Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
www.delawareriverkeeper.org 
 

  The power plant would  be bui l t  

on land that l ies in both 

Birdsboro Borough and Union 

Township.  

 

  The transmiss ion  l ine would run 

from the Borough across the 

Schuylki l l  River into Exeter 

Township for  near ly 4 mi les 

before cross ing the r iver back 

into Robeson Township to 

connect to an ex ist ing 230 kV 

transmission l ine.  

 

  The natura l gas p ipel ine would 

run from the  Texas Eastern 

pipel ine in Rockland Township,  

through Oley and Amity 

Townships, cross the Schuylki l l  

River to Union Township and 

then connect to the power p lant 

on the Birdsboro side of  the si te .  

 

     485 megawatt (MW) natural gas-powered electric generation facility 

http://www.gastruth.org/


What you should know  

 
The site is in the 100-year flood plain, but the project is being allowed to proceed anyway by using compacted soil fill to 
raise the land surface where the plant will be built by 4 feet. 

 Past flooding in Birdsboro has been attributed not only to the rising Schuylkill River, but also to backup of the Hay 
Creek when the Schuylkill stages are high stages. Placing fill on to build the power plant proposed will only 
exacerbate the issue of Hay Creek backup during high Schuylkill flows. 
 

The power plant and transmission line will impact a Scenic River, in fact Pennsylvania’s first Scenic River. 
 
The power plant is not water-dependent. A water dependent use is one that can only be conducted on, in, over, or 
adjacent to the water. With cooling water being supplied by RAWA and wastewater being sent to Birdsboro’s wastewater 
treatment plant, this proposed power plant could be located anywhere. 

 No public interest is served by locating a power plant in the Schuylkill River’s floodplain. 

 In fact, the public’s interest in reducing flood impacts contraindicates development of a power plant in the 
floodplain. 

 An attempt to assess the impact that this power plant would have on home values by a consultant for the 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network could not be completed because an initial screening of power plants could not 
identify a facility for comparison with homes located closer than one mile. Even when significantly broadening the 

sample, fewer than 25 homes were found to be located within a one‐half mile radius of the power plants reviewed 
in Pennsylvania, New York, or New Jersey. 
 

The power plant requires cooling water which is going to be provided by RAWA from Lake Ontelaunee. That power plant 
will vaporize about 2.70 to 3.07 million gallons per day (mgd). 
 
The emergency water supply for the power plant is the Birdsboro Municipal Authority (BMA), despite the 
acknowledgement that BMA does not have adequate capacity to supply the power plant’s peak or even average water 
demand. 
 
Two parameters that will change in the sewage discharge of Birdsboro’s wastewater treatment plant, as a result of 
receiving the power plant’s wastewater, are temperature and Total Dissolved Solids (TDS). 

 The USEPA, which conducted research on how power plant wastes are affected by sewage treatment, secondary 
treatment technologies are generally ineffective at removing TDS and as such TDS removals at sewage treatment 
plants are likely to be close to zero. 

 No review of the impact of the potential thermal discharge from the power plant wastewater is being undertaken. 
 

The developers of the power plant chose not to build their own waste water treatment plant because “the cost to build the 
treatment system, maintain and operate it is a major concern.”  (Quote is from Birdsboro Municipal Authority. (2016). 
Proposed Official Plan Revision to the Borough of Birdsboro’s Act 537 Plan, Section H - Alternatives Facilities Analysis). 
 
The proposed power plant will emit 56.7 ton per year of fine particulate matter (PM2.5), extremely small particles 2.5 
microns or less in width. 

 Despite their small size, PM2.5 can have serious health effects because they can travel deep into the respiratory 
tract and reach the lungs. 

 Exposure to these fine particles can affect lung function and worsen asthma and heart disease. 

 Environmental impacts that can be expected to result from the increased emissions of PM2.5 include acid 
deposition, impaired visibility, and ozone. 

 
The power plant will be built within 500 feet of occupied homes. 

 
The proposed transmission line requires 29 monopoles that will range in height from 100 to 140 feet. Seven of the 29 
planned monopoles will be located in the regulatory floodway, where the fastest waters flow during a flood. 
 
Birdsboro Power LLC reports that land disturbance for the transmission line and substation is approximately eight acres, 
but the limit of disturbance (LOD) for the transmission line construction is 59 acres, however since only tree clearing, not 
clearing and grubbing, will occur within the transmission line ROW, this larger area of disturbances is being ignored. 
 
The proposed power plant is rated 485 megawatts (MW). One MW serves the instantaneous demand of approximately 
750 homes at once which means this 485 MW plant could serve the needs of 363,750 homes. The 2015 US Census 
estimate for Berks County puts the number housing units in Berks County at 164,904. 


